


OUR MISSION

DalekoArts (DELL-uh-koh), an ensemble theatre 
company, works with professional artists to pur-
sue impactful, live performance in our communi-
ty of New Prague, Minnesota and the surround-
ing region.

OUR VISION

Our purpose is to decentralize professional the-
atre in Minnesota by increasing engagement and 
opportunity in New Prague and the surrounding 
area. It is our dream that New Prague will be a 
known destination for quality performing arts 
and arts education.

OUR STORY

DalekoArts was founded in 2012 by theatre artists 
Ben Thietje and Amanda White as a way to help 
decentralize professional theatre in Minnesota. 

New Prague was chosen as the company’s home 
due to the community’s extraordinary interest in 
theatre, the regional growth and development 
it has experienced in the last decade, its relative 
proximity to the Twin Cities, and its close ties to 
the founders. 

“Daleko” — a Czech word meaning “far away” — 
reflects New Prague’s strong bohemian roots, its 
spatial relationship to the cultural hub that is the 
Twin Cities, and the ensemble’s desire to step 
back and examine the world from a new point 
of view.

DalekoArts is a member of the Theatre Commu-
nications Group (TCG), the national organization 
for the American theatre.

DalekoArts is a proud member of the Minnesota 
Theater Alliance.
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SIRI HELLERMAN
M i r a n d a

Siri is thrilled to be in her first show 
at DalekoArts! Most recently she has 
worked with the Classical Actors En-
semble, Actors Theater of Minnesota, 
and HUGE Improv Theater. Siri is also 
an educator, voice over artist, and cat 
lover. She is the Outreach Programs 
Manager at the Bakken Museum and 
has an MFA in Acting from the New 
School for Drama in NYC.

BEN THIETJE
J e f f r e y  &  S o u n d / P r o p s 

D e s i g n e r
Ben has been working as a profession-
al theatre artist and educator in the 
Twin Cities for the past fifteen years. 
He teaches and directs theatre at New 
Prague High School, and holds a de-
gree in Theatre Arts from Minnesota 
State University, Mankato. In addition 
to being a Daleko founding Artistic 
Director, he’s appeared in the compa-
ny’s productions of The Odd Couple, 
Forever Plaid, Almost, Maine, Rancho 
Mirage, Little Shop of Horrors, Love 
Letters, Urinetown, Stones in His Pock-
ets, The Rink, Middletown, City Council 
Christmas, Peter and the Starcatcher, 
and Ghost Tour, in addition to serving 
as director for the DA holiday produc-
tions

PATRICK KOZICKY
W a i t e r

Patrick is delighted to be working with 
DalekoArts again. He has performed 
with DA in Peter and the Starcatcher, 
Constellations, Middletown, A Chris 
Smith Carol, Adventures in Mating, An-
other Main Street Holiday, Our Town, 
Main Street Holiday, The Philadelphia 
Story, and The Odd Couple. He also 
directed DA’s production of Rancho 
Mirage. Previously, he has performed 
with The Children’s Theatre Compa-
ny, Walking Shadow Theatre Com-
pany, Park Square Theatre, Theatre 
Unbound, The Mechanical Division, 
Theatre in the Round Players, Youth 
Performance Company, and The New 
Theatre Group. Patrick would like to 
thank DalekoArts for inviting him into 
their family. He also thanks you, for 
buying a ticket and supporting local 
art. Last but not least he thanks Dan 
for letting him go to Disney World so 
often.

BOBBY GARDNER
D i r e c t o r

Bobby is a local actor/improviser/edu-
cator and DalekoArts Company mem-
ber. He has appeared in City Council 
Christmas, She Loves Me, Adventures 
in Mating, Snowed Inn, The Rink, For-
ever Plaid, and Proof. He’s performed 

 This season, we offer Adventures in Mating: Holiday Edition, an homage 
to classic holiday romantic comedies of error like White Christmas, Love Actual-
ly, and Die Hard 2 (the one with the plane). 
 This audience led show really helps you collaborate with us. In a way, 
you choosing the fate of this hapless couple is our little holiday gift to you. This 
amazing group of designers and artists has really made my experience as a 
first time director for DalekoArts an amazing one. They have given me the gift 
their grace, poise, professionalism, humor, camaraderie, and nimbleness. This is 
a show unlike any other that I’ve ever seen as we literally don’t know what show 
will appear on the Prague Theater stage from night to night. Because of that, 
the rehearsal process has been a matter of trial and error, and trying to rehearse 
as many eventualities as we can. We couldn’t get to them all, so the show you 
are seeing tonight could possibly be the first time our actors and crew have 
performed this iteration of Adventures in Mating: Holiday Edition. 
 That is also our gift to you; at any point, one of the performers may have 
the lights come up on them and be wide eyed and in a flop sweat because they 
are wracking their brains to try and piece together what comes next. The joy 
and laughter that will bring you is my secret little gift to you. Shhh, don’t tell the 
actors about our little secret. 
 In all seriousness, this show has been a true pleasure to be a part of be-
cause, as someone much smarter than me once said, laughter is the best med-
icine. Clearly that person has never medicated with a delicious bottle of Pinot 
Grigio, but the point is taken. What better way to spend the holidays than with 
the people you love and cherish sharing the gift of laughter.
Thanks for collaborating with us tonight, friends. Joyful, peaceful holidays to 
you and yours. -Bobby

DIRECTORS NOTE



with other local theatre companies 
like the Chanhassen Dinner Theater, 
Troupe America, and Flip Teatre, and 
also works for the Brave New Work-
shop comedy theatre in Minneapolis. 
Bobby has a theatre degree from Min-
nesota State University, Mankato.

PARAN KASHANI
S t a g e  M a n a g e r

This is Paran’s stage management 
debut with DalekoArts and she could 
not be more delighted about it! Paran 
is a Twin Cities based artist with a 
background in directing, stage man-
agement, acting, photography, and 
makeup design. Recent credits in-
clude work with Artistry on Our Town 
(Wardrobe technician), Footloose (As-
sistant Director), Tinker to Evers to 
Chance (Stage Manager), She Loves 
Me (Assistant Director), Flying Foot 
Forum on Heaven (Deck Stage Man-
ager), And Normandale Community 
College on Steel Magnolias, View From 
Here, Cinderella Waltz (Director). Spe-
cial thanks to Dillon for his support, 
Amanda and Ben for this opportunity, 
and Bobby, Patrick, and Siri for night 
after night of laughter.

ROBIN MCINTYRE
S c e n i c  D e s i g n e r /

C a r p e n t e r / P a i n t e r
Robin graduated with a BFA and an 
MFA in Theatre Design and Stage 
Technology from The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. Since 
1991 Robin has designed for a variety 
of local theatres including Lakeshore 
Players, Mounds View Community 
Theatre, Park Square Theatre, The His-
tory Theatre, Actor’s Theatre, The Fly-
ing Foot Forum, North Star Opera, The 
Phipps Center for the Arts, local col-
leges, and many local high schools. For 
10 seasons Robin created hundreds 
of sets for both main stage musicals 
and Black Box theatre productions 
at Bloomington Civic Theatre and Art 
Center. He is currently freelance de-
signing in the Twin Cities and working 
with The University of Northwestern in 
St. Paul, Benilde St. Margaret, Jeffer-
son, and Lakeville North High School 
theatres.

COURTNEY SCHMITZ
L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n e r

Courtney earned her MFA in lighting 
design from the University of Iowa in 
2009. Since relocating to Minneapolis 
in 2012, she has designed locally with 
Yellow Tree Theatre, Collective Uncon-

scious Performance, Workhaus Col-
lective, nimbus theatre, SPARK the-
atre + dance, 20% Theatre Company, 
and Bucket Brigade Theatre, among 
others. Previous designs with Dela-
koArts include Wait Until Dark, Stones 
In His Pockets, The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare (abridged), 
She Loves Me, Godspell, City Council 
Christmas, Constellations, and Peter 
and the Starcatcher.
cargocollective.com/schmitzlighting

AMANDA WHITE
C o s t u m e  D e s i g n e r

In addition to being a founding Ar-
tistic Director of DalekoArts, Amanda 
has directed Peter and the Starcatch-
er, Godspell, Our Town, Little Shop 
of Horrors, Barefoot in the Park, and 
The Odd Couple. She has also been 
privileged to join the companies of 
Middletown, The Rink, The Com-
plete Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged),The Philadelphia Story, 
Rancho Mirage, and Proof. Amanda 
has served on the Major Gifts and 
Strategy teams at Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts, as Associate Ar-
tistic Director for the William Inge 
Center for the Arts, in Play Develop-
ment for The Araca Group, and most 
recently, as the Managing Director 
at Mixed Blood Theatre. She is in her 
third year as a member of the The-
atre Department faculty at Norman-
dale Community College. Amanda is 
a graduate of Columbia University’s 
MA Program in Arts Administration, 
MSU Mankato’s MFA in Theatre Per-
formance, Truman State University’s 
Theatre Arts program, and the School 
at Steppenwolf Theatre Company in 
Chicago. She is proud to serve on the 
Board of Directors at Walking Shad-
ow Theatre Company and on the 
New Prague Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors.

CALLIE MEINERS
I n t i m a c y  D i r e c t o r

Callie Meiners is a theatre artist based 
out of Saint Paul MN. Callie is thrilled to 
be working with DalekoArts again af-
ter working on Constellations (Intima-
cy Director) and The Rink (Stage Man-
ager). She has worked with Walking 
Shadow Theater Company, Lyric Arts, 
Jezebel Theatre, Devious Mechanics 
and Freshwater Theatre. Christmas is 
Callie’s favorite time of year and she is 
that person who decorates on Novem-
ber 1st. Enjoy the show!



FRIEND
up to $99

Anonymous
Richard & Angie 
Andersen
Vicki Anderson
Chuck & Joyce 
Anderson
Emily Rose Skinner & 
Gregory Angel
Margaret Anzelc
Sheena Arias
Maggie Arko
Greg & Jymme Bark
Bridget Barnett
Kate Barr
Rachel Barten
Jean Becker
Nancy Besse
David Beukema
Roselyn & David 
Biermaier
George & Jane 
Brezina
Deb Bryan
Sandra Clemmer
Carol Coburn
Don & Judy Conn
Brent Demark
Karrie Deutsch
Jaslyn Dobrahner
Pj Doyle
Kathy Doyle
Robert Droddy
Janeil Dropik
Debra Dvorak
Gary & Mary Eagen
Tom & Sandy Eaton
Linda Ebersole
Shelbi Eckman
Julie Eide
Paul Engfer
Steve & JeNean 
Erickson
Songe family
Doug & Lori Faust
Karista Filopoulos
Mike Fotis
Janice Geis
Michele Germscheid
Cynthia Giles
Karen Guentzel
Robin Gunning
Keri Guthridge
Mary Hanson-Busch
Ann Hartman
Lisa Haugen
Linnea Hautman
Mary Higgins
Mary & Kevin Higgins
Nickie & Paul Hill
Carol Jackson
Brianne Jirik
Jeanae Justen
Liz Kennedy
Heather King
Joe & Kim Kivens
Karla Klingfus
Heather Kohoutek
Lauri Kraft
Michaela Kronlage
Ann Krostue
Jill Kufrin
Anthony Laundrie
Greg McClenahan
Nalani McCutcheon
Jen & Troy 
McDonough

Matt McNabb
Callie Meiners
Pamela Meyer
Heather Meyer
E.V. Moebius
Dana Newman
Amy & Mike Newton - 
Arts ink, Inc.
Tom Nieman
Dan Norman
Vickie Novak
Brandon & Gina 
O’Connell
Sean & Jamee O’Neill
The O’Neill Brothers
Scott Pakudaitis
Matthew Peyer-
Stensrud
Nathan Peyer-
Stensrud
Patrick Pribyl
Kendra & Paul 
Rasmusson
Paul Reyburn
Kimberly Ries
Sue Ruprecht
Christi & Chad Ryburn
Jen & Greg Sayler
Richard & Joanne 
Sayles, in memory of 
Frank Deierling
Rebecca Schaecher
Jill Schafer
Patricia & William 
Scheidt
Sara & Annie 
Schoenbauer
Jennifer Shepard
Jim & Ann Marie 
Simon
Sharon Simon
Cassy Simon
Drew Sinke
Kelly Sittig
Debra Skluzacek
Sharon & Dan Smith
Tommy & Denise 
Spies, in memory of 
Frank Deierling
Nanette Stearns
Michael Stevens
Norm & Bernadine 
Sticha
Terri Sticha
Jeremy Sundheim
Laura Tahja-Johnson
Tim & Laurie Thorp
Pamela Tietz
Rod & Shelly Tietz
Benny Toole
Sister Kathy Trenda
Franny Tuma
Becky Valek
Sandra Vanden Einde
Leslie & Igor Vilensky
LuAnn Villwock
The Vilt family
Alex & Kate Wagner
Suzanne Walford
Jennifer Waller
Dianne Weiers
Lisa Widmer
Mark Wiggins
Sara Wilcox
Elizabeth Wingate
Max Wojtanowicz
Gretchen & Garrett 
Ykema

Anita York
David B. Young
Alan Zabrocki

ADVOCATE
$100 - $249

Anonymous
Amy & Darrin Ahrens
Audrey & Bob Austin
Mary & Mark Bartusek
Kris Beatrez
Bill Belkengren
Bill & Mary Kay 
Bergevin
Kevin & Jennifer 
Berglund
Jeannie Buckner
Anne & Sean Byrd
Renee Christianson
Chuck & Kate Croatt
Tim & Jane Dittberner
Barbara Droher Kline
Terry & Valerie 
Drommerhausen
Jonathan, Kayla, & 
Mira Feld
Mike Fotis
Den Gardner
Beth & Jerry Geis
Andy Giesen
Donna Giesen
Werner & Kathy 
Giesen
Joan Goggins
Mark Goodman & 
Debra Buss
Bob & Barb Gullickson
Mary Jo Haeg
Heid family
Eric & Lois Hyde
Marlys Johnson
Sarah Kallal
Kallal family
Margaret Kartak & 
Dan Puls
Lana Knoke
Matthew Lasch
Linda Maloney
Vonnie McWilliams
Dawn Meyer
Florence & Dave 
Minar
Kathy O’Neill
Vicki Palmer, in 
memory of Ruth 
Marie White Sprague
Laurie Preston
Don & Mary Preusser
Shirley & Jerry 
Privratsky
Todd & Mary Kay 
Proshek
Greg & Sally 
Rademacher
Valerie Reiter
Dan Roden
Rita Sapp
Robert & Tami 
Schmitz
Steven & Connie 
Schoenbauer
Ann Schoenbauer
Vera Schoenecker
Robin Schroeder
Jim & Karla Schultz
Joy Seema
Erin K. Shadwick
Winnie & Dennis 
Simon

Kim & Eric Snyder
Ron & Kathy Sofie
Ken & Marge Sticha
Diana Svobodny
Mike Swan
Mary & Jerry Walerius
Bill & Carolyn 
Wehrmacher
Janet Weiers
Kay & Mike Wilcox
Dick & Mary Zweber

PARTNER
$250 - $499

Anonymous
David Baird
Steve & Elaine 
Bruchman
Lori & Kiffin Deihl
Lizzie & Bobby 
Gardner
Duane & Amy Jirik
David & Susan Karan
John Mares
Judy & Ted Nelson
Bruce & Carol Olness
Jessie Park & Mike 
Maske
Amy Paulik & Brent 
Glendenning
Kevin & Jacque 
Rhodes
Jim Scharback & Gail 
Weiner
Rodney & Darlene 
Seurer
Anthony Sofie
Pat & Margaret 
Sullivan
Joe & Mary Widmer
Richard & Cathy 
Wornson

STAGE MANAGER
$500 - $999

Anonymous
Banana Drug Bust
Josh Campbell
Marv & Kim Deutsch
The Frank Deierling 
Memorial Fund
Kathy & Renae Gage
Pamela Geeding, in 
honor of the ties that 
bind
Christine & Tom Karki
Joann & Jim Petersen
Deb & Virgil Pint
Phil & Leanne 
Scheiber
Amy “Aim Face” 
Surber
Chad & Kyle Wieskus

DIRECTOR
$1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous
John Bigelow
Stephanie Kivi
Barb & Chuck 
Nickolay
Alecia & Josh 
Scharback family
Brad & Deb Yopp

PRODUCER
$5,000 - $9,999

Brad & Kytyn 
Schoenbauer family

ARTISTIC 
DIRECTOR’S 

CIRCLE
 $10,000+

Daryl & Addamaine 
Thietje, in loving 
memory of Betty Jean 
Smith

MARQUEE CLUB 
monthly recurring 

gift
Anonymous
Audrey & Bob Austin
Nancy Besse
Sean & Anne Byrd
Josh Campbell
Lori & Kiffin Deihl
Mike Fotis
Andy Giesen
Donna Giesen
Kallal family
Kathy O’Neill
Valerie Reiter
Brad & Kytyn 
Schoenbauer family
Kim & Eric Snyder
Mike Swan
Daryl & Addamaine 
Thietje
Richard & Cathy 
Wornson
Brad & Deb Yopp

IN KIND 
DONORS

Bill Belkengren
Amy Paulik & Brent 
Glendenning
Velvet Touch Catering

BUSINESS 
FRIENDS

Kubes Realty
New Prague Floral & 
Such, Inc.
Patty’s Place
Pool & Spa Patrol
 

FRIENDS OF 
FRIENDS 

INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORS

Ettlin’s Cafe
Barb & Chuck 
Nickolay
New Prague Fire 
Department

MAIN SEASON 
INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORS

Bruzek Funeral Home
German Days, Inc.
Mayo Clinic Health 
System
Toby & Nicole Thietje

DALEKOARTS 
SEASON 
SPONSORS
Czecher’s Sports Bar

DALEKOARTS 
SEASON FAMILY 

SPONSOR
Debra & Scott 
Newman Family 
Foundation

THANKS TO ALL OUR AMAZING DONORS






